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Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun, 

September 1, 1894. 
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'& Our s t n ~ s o n  Pishine improved t h i s  year 

$ over that of last year out of the  pound nets  

on the Cametan shore. Our t rout  fishine is 
c 

4 

~7 F 
t h e  pr incipal  fishery. I lay t he  s t t reeon 

increase t o  tns fact tha t  pound nets  have 

I 

jnat been introdbced there. This is the 

first year they hme t r i ed  pound ne ts  on 

that  gtioye, and they B i d  8plendidly. F- 

6 

This i a  a center for  g f l l  net f'iahing. 
ah&& 

We are t h e  only f i r m  here this year that 

f i s h  g i l l  nets. 

I 

Cmig & Lam have been fish- 

ine; 8111 net8 out of here w i t h  I Canadian 

tng l r ss t  year. 

here and a salt fish honse Iln Detroit  It 

They hme 8 fresh f i s h  house 0 



a/  

Craig & Lene. They have been reIietreU of 

the ir  l icense this year, ow9nc to t he  Pact 

that some l i t t l e  thine; m m e  up between Mr. 

Lane rtnd the CRnadian Government, and they 

lrcruLt2 not allow h h  his l j cense  th58 year.  

He lives on this s M e .  That is  t h e  reason 

re are the only g i l l  net people t h i s  yenpr, 

Potrndnets are Pished in  the soiithern 
- 

part of the  lske on the  American side, but 

not i n  the rjver,  and the  same way on the 

Canalien s j8e .  About 2 m i l e s  f r o m  the river 

are the ne8288t pound nets .  There are no 

pound n e t s  ~nywhere in S t . C l a i r  River, --z 

 hey BO not e e t  hoop nets 3n S t  .Clair Riv- 

er thRt I know of, 

Seines are used on the American side of 

the river ROW, and they have been used on 

the Canadian s W e ,  but not now. 

There is oaePneraia1 hook and l ine  fishing 

In the river wherever they m.n cetch them. 



There is a 0;ood deal  of sport fishing, an 

they sell their f i sh  a lms - 
This compmy has only been fisl i ine this 

f 

year, but the o ld  Port Hiiron Fish Company 

have been f i shing  here 6 years. I ham been 

here 6 years. This is  an old fisiiine place. 

Mr.R,Hollttnd fished here 20 y e a r s  ago. H e  

I s  now with the dredce people on Government 

work. He can give yon more of the history 

than m y  other man in  this cointry. H e  ha8 

been here for 40 years. / 

Where r e  fish pound nets we run from 12 

t o  22 feet  of rater.  We have about 3 net8 

only in  a string. That is  about a8 far a8 

we can e;& out, as re s t r i k e  the uhannel 

where they 8r8 areaging. Our leader8 are 40 

rodslong: each. 

shore, bat  r e  go @Werally about 18 or  20 

feet f'rm the shore. Sanetimes we beein out 

We can come right up t o  the 

50 feet Prom share. 
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7? Our pound net season comnences the 15th 

of A p r i l  and en&s up the  15th of Jnly on w 
s 

, th i s  side, and then w e  pull out mdmencl np 

our n e t s  and put them back i n  the first of 

September, anU end up the 10th of 3)ecember. 

We never p u l l  out before December IrO here. 

What protects  us is t h e  marrent so that the 

ice does not form. I think we mula hang on 

here u n t i l  the first of January.without any 

t ronble .  The s toms  do not bother us a t  all.  

we used to f i s h  on the  Cmaaa side way up, w"I. 
but could not stay there  i n  December on ac- 

eonnt of t h e  ice  fbrming and it noitld cut 

the twine off. They are not sheltered on 

~ the CWada side from the north-west winds. 

We get more north-rest winds in  the frz l l  

than from any other direct ion,  m d  are shel- 

tered from then. Up t h e  shore 6 or 7 inilea 

ne would h8ve t o  p u l l  i n  about the  midale of 

Rovember i n  or9ler to protect ourselves from 



ice. 

In t h e  spr jnc we catch 140.1 pickerel and 

A 0 . 2  pickerel and some !ierring and a very 

few perch, and sturgeon fishing is our main 

f i sh ing .  We get more in value of stureeon 

i n  one de? than a l l  the rest  of t h e  fishing 

put together for the  season. In the fer33 

the her r ing  are the princi2al fishery We 

get  a Septenbw nm here an& then t h e y  come 

 long pretty fa ir  tnmugh October in small 

lots, in November the fiahiw is pretty 

fair, They h m g  on up t o  the First of Dscem- 

ber. We get what we c a l l  the  fake minnow 

hafe that would be  ceught in  g i l l  nets  if we 

- 

f i shed then. They run betreer, a herring and 

whitefish and are l ike 8 menorninee whitefish. 

They are ca l led  menominees up above. You 

6e.n cetch the menominees most any time out 

heft?, but not in pounds. We do not  et any 

whitef i8h. to  speak-of, or trout, In the 

- - 
t’ 



I r 
pound ne t s .  'Get no black b ESB . Only cmuzht 

one this year, Get no d u c k - b i l l  Tike ,  or 

from t h e  wnU-eyst3 pike. We c e l l  the ' lat ter  

- w~ll-ey ed pi k e ' her e ~1 t o p  t !I er . 
Our 1potinCts ere s t r m l l  mesh pot 8 for herring,, 

2 l/Z-inc!i mesh is the  sinellest we m e  in 

the p o t s .  T h e  hearts  pre 5-Ind-1 and the 

lenders G nnd 7 - i ~ C h .  T h r t  is on t he  Aneri- 

e m  side.  We h ~ v e  nn troa5le w i t h  rnesnjng: 

the  f i s h  in the pot or l eaders ,  unless it 

hsppens to  b e  8 few s m d l  herr ing.  E'i8h 

l e a d  about 4 feet f r o m  t h e  leader;  that is, 

they 4.11 not eome w i t  tiin st f e z t  of a leRder, 

and t h e y  do not ,FO thmvch, no matter  what 

the s jze  of the leader. 
_LI- 

- -  There a re  no black bess here at a l l .  

Our yellow pjckerel  rim like this: we des- 

ignate t h e n ' t h e  Po.1'~ and K0.2'~. We take 

them f m m  a pmmd *tip for 7 : o . l ' ~  and srndler 



thar, that we t a k e  for No.2, but we do not 

eet but v w y  few out of our pound nets  of No. 
f. 

1. The p017nd R e t s  w i l l  catch I/i potml pick- 
f d 4  L . 

ere1 easy an8 they w i l l  not @I. Anything 

s m e i l l e r  than tk;& 1 thlnk will go rimt 
thmilyb. We do not do m c h  with the E0.2 

pickerel here. If re had our choice we 

would not have any fish in  our house smaller 

t h e n  No.1, but  if' you stop the s m a l l  picker- 

el yon w01if.C have to stop the iiookers from 

catchin!: thm, and the seines also. The 

hookers are the ones *io catch the smU. 

pickerel mostly. The pickerel corne to the 

curren t  to spawn. I think they come 'into 

the r3ver to spctnn. f think the smd-y  bays 

OR t he  Canexla shore are m r e  of syiwning 

plffces for than than anywhere else. There 

shore to spawn. We get all  of bur pickerel 



here; on the Cnnad-a shore we get the picker- 

el in t h e  montlis or April ana i ~ a y ,  anti it is 

abo??t t h e  mrne on the  h e r i c n n  shore. We 

W 
.r, 

rtrcr*LJru have a c l o s e  ee'mon np to M8y 15 and it 

should be 17p t o  April 15 in oMer  t , h ~ t  re 
w 

would not ,ret the mall f i s h .  O u r  pickerel 

spawn the letter pctrt of' A p r i l ,  arid the 

close s.eason is dnrjng t h e  ep.mnjnLT season. 

They left- a8 soon 8s they are 3hraTC;h spawn- 

ing. In t his end rrf  t he  l a k e  we do not get 

m y  p l e k e r e l  r.ftar tile rniedls af ?.lay, unless 

f e r  s c @ t t . e y h G  pickerel out fn the niddlo of 

t h e  lake .  I' th ink they scetter eU. over af- 

nt the end of their spawnjne season. We "et 

a run of Ne.2 pickere l  R f t e r  thrtt that mime 
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into  the rjver, and they sceter  all through . v e9  4 
r ,  

rMcJy”yJ t h e  river, m d  them the hookers comence to 

catch them, md their the l a w e  mile yickerel  

an8 I t h i n k  they work up thmi?yh h k e  St. 

Clair. The lj t t l e  pi ckere l  we cet a f t e r  the 

from 40 t o  7 5  boats  1c). day minn4nl: RU the 

t h n t  fi8h’lnp; anont the  mSdAle of Mpp and get 

8 f tw then and the b est. Fj shinp: c me8 the 

Iflt ter pert of J m e  and t t :  m v ~ h  Jnly . We 

get tha larp3 mele pj  o k e r e l  l’irlst in the riv- 

er ahead of t h e  mall ones. Theg er@ a l l  

m a l e  p i cke re l .  I never open@ a fish In my 

l i f e  with eqps in t‘h8t was (zpught, with EL 

huok. The r a g  that f f s h  is b?iPl t .  he $8 8 



s p s r n d  8nd t h e  m a l e  p i c k e r e l  are always fat. 

In the  fall w e  g e t . 8  very few p i c k e r e l ,  but 

60 not. Lgt?t them Rbmdant ly .  They do not 

hook them ir the f e l l .  The !wok md l i ne  

fis::jnq js c3l t!?rmgh t 9 e  swmer up t o  nor. 

We cet z i  smP11er c l ~ i s s  af herring here- 

than the  Leke E r i e  RerrhC;. They are a lit- 

tle loncm m a  p u n t e r  t h a n  t h e  Lake Erie  

&A 
W '  v 

s+-@- 
4 h6rrinR. Thst is, t%ey w i l l  rim e i t h e r  very 

amrtn or ver: 1 P r C e ;  t h e r e  is no even size .  

&ant the l a t  or 26 week in Septmber ana I 
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so18 %hem to a large honsc ir, !Jew York, md 

end we perhcps cat  eh 3,060 poiin$-s of thg t  

next d r y  and you Will get a l l  l j t t f e  herring. 

pounds, b v t  that 3 pound i i e r r inq  is a corn- 

am811 ones. We do not. have t h e  lone jaw 

here nor t k e  b l u e  f i n s .  These laree herring 
L_ 

he b u t  very few of them. We niKht p o s s i b l y  

ce.t ch 1.000 or 1,500 pounrts t i l  rough th e 

whole seasan. In t h e  fall the herrinrl; bocin 

e?. t o  run some in September, and more in Octo-  

ber, end t h e  most in Rovetnbet., which is the 

"oefft. month. I thiPfr they spawn t he  latter 
. 
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p e c i ~ l 2 . y  t h ~ n  o t h e r  kincls, ~t l e a s t  m i t s i d e  



pot s e l l  Pn'ytiiln..; lsss than 3/!3 to 1/2 ponnd. 

pomUs for, soy, $1.50, b??t when we s e l l  by 

t h e  coiint we covnt t h e n  out and re s e l l  75 



bsfore .  I t1:ink t,hsrz is n. p i n  in ??io her- 

cemot  see m y  d i r f e ru rce .  T h e y  22'3 about 

On the  C ~ n r d i m  wixire we hac?. b e t t e r  a t w -  



-- 

#/ from w;ct we cctch in t t i e  r iver .   TI)^ iier- cc 

r i n ?  thnt  used t h  h e  m7qht fr t h e  szinea 

r iyht  ecroefl here are more l i k e  t!ie ,TJRke 

Erie herrinq; lsnd t!ie hemin?  we Get izp the 



rninsle. T h e  up r i v e r  m n  c r e  3 lar:;er rm 

this siae‘. 
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main caviar month. Wa do not get much cavi- 

ar from the f r t l l  stureeon, btit if r e  catch 

*hem in abund~ric e we wonld probably have 

about as much caviar, but not tm much as in 

the s p i n e .  About the sorting of the caviar, 

i t  is a good deal of a speculation. They 

w i l l  sort out a m m  w h o  is not acq'tiainted 

with the bU8inBS8 very well. This y e a r  it 

was aaid by Rei l sm that we had the best 

eggs they ever had, In the lake the atur- 

eeon ere taken entirely with poiand neta. 

Our stu-eon w i l l  werage about 25 pounds 

each. There is a p.3ace where we could catch 

8ttwC3;Wn if we cmld only make the  nets 

8ttmd, an8 that i s  up at Grindstone C i t y ,  

but i t  is SO rocky yon cotild not make the 

I l b  
dcAy 

5 9  

nets !3tRnd ZheP8. 

We ,yet R very f a r  perch in t h e  pound nets, ---7 p 

lcuu..ccJI the p r h c i p a l  f i s h ,  -c-- JW 

bnt the pickere l ,  herring ana stuqpon are 



P' 
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There i s  but one seine aown i n  t h e  river 

belongine to  Cm.ie & Lane;, until yon g e t  wag 

down t he  r i v w  near Algonac. T h a t  is the 

only se ine  thrtt has been tised sin-  % have 

been here, That is  rieht opposite the G r a n d  

Trunk depot, abont a m i l e  nor th  of here. I 

think there are only 2 or 3 seines f i shed  

around Algonaa. The season ror seines is 

the same as our pound netting;. They will 

commence and haul occasionally axone about 

the rniaals of t h i s  month, but w i l l  not f o l -  

law i t  steadily unti l  abont the  first or 

10th of October. In the  seines they take 

hemine, pickerel and q u i t %  a eood mny mul-  

let a d  stiir?pon, that is a l l ,  They catch 

them in t he  eprinc, end €1180 in the  fall .  

They run Rbottt the same class of fish as 

they get in  t he  potmd nets. They catch a 

good many sttxryeon with the  seine. They al- 

nays f i s h  the s a m e  ~roronnd. They have t h i s  



w e l l .  T h e y  take about t he  same size f i s h  as 

the ponnd n e t s .  
c 

There are no f‘yke nets  used here. 

On the Canada s j a e  seines have been used 

before, end qnite extensively.  B n t  they are 

en ti m l y  prohibited there  now, beginning 

t h i s  spring. They were us3d l a s t  -Btll. The 

seining there  wolild b e  t he  same as here, but 

they m e  a bet ter  grctde af  fish on that side. 

They get that up run of herr ing  ane they are 

a better class of herr ing e n t i r e l y .  

W e  have no l i t t l e  arseks  mnr,ing into the 

lake  here for fyke nets .  

The commercial hook ana l i n e  fislifng is 

simply pickerel f i sh ine .  There is no sport 

f i s h i n g  here. They f i sh  f o r  pickerel .  Up 

Black River they e e t  considerable black bass 

-{ 

~ 5 t h  hook8 and l i n e s .  7 
--tc- 

They do no Isyearing here at ~ l l .  
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but  they nse them florhetimes for wrecking \res- 

mls, xnd i t  affects tho fish. It k i l l s . t h e  
,% 

fish and sttms them both. They raillacome t o  

the snrfece and ' f luet  on the top wherever 

t h e  explosives zire used. I do not know as 

i t  h17rts t h e  fishir& particularly,  bvt  i t  

k i l l s  8 good m c l w  fish. I think, however. 

that  fish off 8 l i t t l e  distance, i t  simply 

stms t h m .  ------- 

We brcinc all our offal ashore and take i t  

i n t o  the  eomtrg and b'ury i t .  You take  it 

ontsfde 20 or 30 m i l e s  f r o m  shore md the 

offal woti lct  not af fect  us as it would a l l  

sink. It afPects f ishing all right enough, 

and t h a t  is w h y  we do not do i t .  I Bo not 

t l i lnk i t  won38 drjve the fish Prom the 

erotinds. We occasionaly thmw 8 p a i l f u l  

overbcmrd, bnt i f  we have a barrel we bring 

it in and pny a.tlollar for h R V h g  i t  cnrted 
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away e 

There is a good d e a l  of sewage in the r lv -  

er. I have no ti88 for a??? aster that i t 3  

taken below P o r t  Hrtron. I think it there i a  

/dysry 
1 

any chence for microbes t o  grow, they rill 

Rrow t h&e, 

We have one skw-mill, but have no tronble 

Prom i t .  

t The a r e d ~ e s  & m w  t h e  stuff right ?%long- 

aide of 17s an8 dianp f t  richt along o w  nets.  C q . 7 '  

They cowld &imp it  somewhere e l s e  j n r J t  as 

well RS not. I have even visitecl General 

Poe personally to see if i t  ccnzld not be 

stopped. They R r e  dredging out here, an8 they 

when they might just  as w e l l  rtm off a couplls 

of miles in deep mter and dmp I t .  The Gov- 

f o r  2 or 3 yeam w f t h  1.aree 8 c m  l o a d s  of 



d i r t  yov &m r e a l l y  rn&in,P a chmnel bank 

an8 that  a c t s  the s a w  ~ 1 8  a wall and f i sh  

come here and lead RWBY,  and you will de- 

st my the  pomd net  grounds entirely here be- 

r) - . 

c m s e  f i s h  seek the  cur ren t ,  we w i l l  not got  

t h a m ,  mid it will ~tkstroy  t h e  lY.sfiing entirs- 

lg. We m e  f'ishinf: in a par%icr r la r  place 

which is e s p e c i n l l y  good arld has always been 

spring, and, in f a c t ,  stnrceon ese the only 

tk?lng we fish for; wid. in the f a l l  herring 

are t h e  only  t!?jnf: we fish f'or, w i t h  pound 

nets .  The dimping shoiild be stopped right 
c_ 

now. There 9s no mistake  that it h ~ s  cost  

me hundreds of 8 o l l a r s .  I m a y  8857 t h i s  one 

thinf: f w  t he  dredeinp;: it micht not mteri- 



is done, beenwe t h e  heRvy seas might l eve l  

i t  off‘, but while they are at work it makes 

the water mizdity and I t  drives the f J & i  aiay, 

Rnd they a m  workint.; niqtit and day. We can 
I 

prove tliat the drmpinp; has h w t  us by our 

books. Up to last year our fishing was al-  

ways of an even natiire, but they comnenced 

dpe&Eine: l a s t  spring ’and conanem ed dimping 

richt alonpside of’ us, and whi le  we do not 

think the  dredeiw in t h e  lonR run is going 

to hurt us, b u t  if t h e y  would run one mile 

north of 11s OP half tl m i l e  no r th  of us end 

eet away from the pound net erotmds, it 

would not h u r t  us, btxt tliey ~3.11 uome withln 

20 or 25 feet of UB and dtmp p.nd if they 

should happen to p u l l  tip a rock an8 throw 

it in it would go -6ght thmufii our n e t s ,  

They conldi j a s t  a8 well go into deep water, 

and i t  only mves t h e  tiredge men a little 

oorrl ‘ t c r  rzin off’ fr;,rthe’r mi? dimp it, anti the  
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i n 5  Zf i t  could be &one. I went t o  General 

Poe and otat;e& my ~ r 3 e v n c e s  and he said he 

vovld w r i t e  to these people, but I never s a w  

nny resnlts f rom it. at ~11. I t!;lnk tis long 

,~rotmBs. We 's lwrys accmsnociate those people 

nhmever we c m  ~ n c i  t r y  t o  enmvrage  them t o  

hzrrder t h m  ever. 
_. 

The location of t h e  p m n d s  of t!m Huron 

F i s h  ( ? W e n y  in Lake Htlron a r e  on the Ameri- 
T 

can %side j i ts t  R t b r e r t s t  of' the 11.S.Id~Zit Ship & 
f' above the head OF the River St.Clair. I 

heae only  2 a t r i y s ,  3 in one s t r ing  and 2 



south of us and there  ewe more no r th  of' us 

ebovt, 4 or 5 miles. They coult! pit the 

dredeinijs betweer! 12s j tzst  85 w e l l  2s npt if 

they were 8 mind to .  The:' Ere aredging he- 

tween us and t h e  Ljzht Ffonse m d  Z:iey coxld 

t a k e  t h e  stuff O I ? ~  on t h e  ot!ier w i d e  vhere 

there  1s 6 or R frtthorns OF artter. - 
The Stcl te  does not pey .any rttention t o  

I t  m y  more then tile Government. If yov 

want. to do mythinq w j t h  fisiiinrz. you fisve 

e;ot t o  to tile Government instead of' t h e  

S t a t e .  The waters  re navigpble streams and 

the moment you strike i n t o  Rater deep enoiyh 

for ordinary vessels ta pass' yoii a r e  under 

the laws of t n e  UnSted Ste tes ,  m d  if that 

is t he  c m e ,  why shoiild t h e  lami owners have 

m y t h i n ?  t o  sey oittside of t h R % ?  Those sand 

suckers Fcrrd such shore boat% Eye cont inval lg  



not 

t h e  9 ,  
here  $4,300 R year  f o r  t h z  p r i v i l e g e b f  fish- 

inrr off his l m d .  

the  Government m n t r o l  t!?e st ream from 

Rhore ont? And y e t  we pr.y R rn,m down 



rtpd they are d.lowed t o  fish there  and i4itci.- 

cock &: Steed ere not.  

I th ink the seSne f j s k e r y  is a h ~ m f : ~ l  

one end for this uizmon: in the first place,  

seinm are  opereted w i t h  8 m ~ l l  rnesii, usucl- 

ly m%l.ler Lh~n we 73.88 in pmnd nets.  When 

. t hey  order e. m e s h  Prom the  f m t o r y  the:? ai l1 

became they m e  a"cl+iss of nets that will 

not tstr and do not hol8.  \%en we ordar (I 

mesh, e f t e r  I t  is t a ryed  it s tRya  r i T h t  

there a t  the stme size. If the seine is op- 

eretea et the t i m e  tlie fisfi ar-5 spsnninc, 
k@+ 
d F  k c 

how e m  i t  help b u t  'destroy tila s p ~ w t ?  if i t  w 

l o t s  of kterrinc in t h % ' s e i n e ,  Jf it is prac- 
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nearest we are  gill ne t t ing .  A t  the present 

t i m e  we am runnine 30 miles ,  Eibreast of 

Port Ssnilae. We do not have as coed f i sh -  

ing within 30 miles' as ae do farther north. 

D a r i n g  the months of J u l y  and hugnst is the 

only % h e  we can ge't any prol"ital,le fishine; 

i n  t h i s  end of t h e  l a k e .  They work down 

here mmong the  crass; we fZnd t h e  trout work 

dovn here amng t h e  moss, and if there  is a 

l i t t l e  winU the watep is not deep enoagh for 

them and they work back i n t o  deeper rater. 

In the f a l l  we start fi-orn Port tiumn and run 

way off to the big; reef ,  the  Saeinaw Bay b i g  

reef. Vd set  our nets  on the edee of the 

b"ig reef in 30 fathoms. We f i s h  all the way 

f rom 30 rnTles ofT Sdkrilae to t h e  b i e  reef' 

ofr Se)r@naw nay. We 'Lxse sa i l  boats and tues 

both fop the  ~ 1 1 2  net t ing.  We use only 1 

tile;. There are 2 tugs in the pool, however, 

Dvb eg 8'nB oiirsel9 W. e have only X s a i l  



lonq. There ere 36 pets t o  each gang. We 

d hrve 3 p n p  in t h e  water and one out. We 

only 20 n e t s  in a  an^. 

Ve do not 17se s m s l l  hblzrrirq 5111 nets in 

this lake, b”.t I nsed them or? f&e 2 i c  la s t  

fall. We hnv3 t r ie i i  the  herr ing E511 nets, 

but i t  i o  not praeticRble i n  R S ? ~  way. 

oiir net.s 8re 16 meshes iteep. Those nets 96 
A’ 



+- 

: -. 



zust; n e  Pir.d i f ,  less e x p e ~ s i v e  to f i s h  near- 



n d coi.rId n 

a -  



w o r ~ l d  ?et more whitef ish fn October. We Cet ?ifd 
&c* ' then r i ~ h t  out here aSrectst of Sfmilac. 

They =em to tr8vol  nor th  l ~ t e  in the  fall, 

WhitefiRh are more p r o f i t a l e  thm mi other 

~ 1 ~ 8 s  of fish, brit we do not  m ~ k e  it CL spe- 

> 
w# 

OF then. Anothm trorible aith the w h i t e f i s h  

$7 . e t  t h i e  end or t h e  M k e ,  t h e y  a r e  so larFe 

% No other tugs biit onrs are  fishing as far 

w 
be 
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here one fY11 s i n c e  I ~ R T Z  Seen here,  blat 

oid.es ours. - 

I.. 

. > .  



b?it it only t n k e s  a l i t t l e  r i p p l e  to drive 

s~,P.?;cF? t o  i t .  I t l i i , rk  the stiffness tha t  



haria matter t o  catch 8 fish that would weigh 

less than 1 1/2 poun8s. 

herring in t he  gill nets,,'nor perch or cat- 

f i sh .  Occasionally we eet a sturgeorrain the 

- 
We never take any kL-+? - 

i u -  

- 

Eill nets, and wotild get  them in Beep rater,  

and that i s  why I think the sttireeon 80 t o  

deep water, but I think they %.re a fish that 

stays above the  top of our nets  as a m l e ,  

and that is why we do not eet many of them. 

It might b e  that,  if we set a 11-inch melrh, 

we mieht get then. We get quite a e;ood many 

sheepshead in the ponnd nets, btTt none i n  

the &ill nets.  Practically, we do not get 

anythine but troat . The only waste f i sh  we 

eet ia when we clannet get out t o  our nets 

and f i a h  d i e  and rot; but that does not hap- 

pen often. We probably Get 10 or 15 pounds 

R Ucty that we hraoe t o  s a l t .  In dressinf; 

then they are a l i t t l e  t o o  soft t o  dress 

good, so thrzt, when the  knife coes throagh, 

- 

- c 



i t  1. t 8  t h e  bon s orrt and we cannot &ip the 

f i sh  with t he  bones Hieking out and the 

s a l t  hardens them np. a - 
I have never noticed spawning trout i n  

t h e  g i l l  neta .  They spawn on the Saginan 

resf and our-fishermen could t e l l  you b e t t e r  

ti.man we ean about tha t  because t h e  fish are 

a l l  Bsessed on the tug. Joseph Banker i a  

t h e  captain of our tug. - 
c +' 4'- 

I Mr.Whit%aker took the eround that the 

fjattenngn were destroying t h e  catch of w h i t e -  

f i s h ,  not takin@ i n t o  consiiaeration that our 

nets are 4 5/8-ind.r mesh and that we could 

not possibly take a l i t t l e  whitefish that 

was jnat hatchetl. He had an application far 

$55,000 for carmine OR the  work of the 

hatcheries and a t  the m m e  time he was try- 

i ng  t o  place a close s e e ~ o n  upan u8 in the 

month of E'ovember t o  protect whitefish and 

I t ro t i t ,  I an not a whitefish men, but a 



trout m m .  But he wanted protection on 

Whitefish and trout; he did not say on white- 
Q 

fish and then on trout. A t  the same time* 

they hatCh these whitefish an8 at  th'e same 

time he was taking the position that the 

trout were a vem voracious fish ana wonld 

eat up anythin&, old boots, sndkes, etC.,end 

so they w i l l ,  end w i l l  mi l t ip ly  10 times 

fas ter  than any other. kind we hzve. Now 

t e l l  me why lie minted to protect trout m U  

increase them &rid a l s o  whitefish, m d  at the 

same t i m e  want eul appropriation t o  keep np 

the t rout  sxipply t o  eat up t h e  young white- 

f i sh .  My opinion 2 8  that I f ley never can do 

the l a k e s  htrly good by hatching whitefish as 

lone as trout are lwirmnin~ in these waters.  

It u8ed to b e  years ago that the  whitefish 

were more Rbttnclant than t h e  trout, md my 

opi#ion is  that the trout whitefish in 

t h e  1eke are antaeonistic, rrna the trovt eat 
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up the amall f r y  and do not give  the l i t t l e  

whitefish a chance to grow. Right where 

they throw t h e  eegs over at Sand f3each we 

eet the very b e s t  f i shSw,  8nd they ire s i m -  

p l y  feseine; grounds for trout, and that is 

the time the trotit will swim hi@, just af- 

t e r  they have dumped this whitefish s p m  

over. The trout make t h i s  particttlar place 

the ir  feeding &%una just after the white- 

f i s h  (tre planted, an6 wherever yon have 

planted those fish you w i l l  f ind  the best 

trout f i sh in5  in the worla. You have got t o  

p lant  more ahitefiah if you w a n t  t o  Bo a m  

goo&, end you have got t o  catch the t rout  

ont in oMer t o  let them grow. 
a 

- 

I h8ve hsarC1 old fishermen sag that this &' 
rxr-3' 
apk 

0 

aseU to b e a great plac'e for whit ef t  ah on 

the CFinadian stiore-lbar .Dubey . 
I think if you woiilcl plant your whitefish 

Me Fight down arotind &t t h e  foot of the l a k e  e' 



r / l f +  here it wonld b e  better than plmting them 

up fur ther .  You probably have n o t i c a l  in 

your trpvsls  that  you w i l l  f in6 more wMte- 

IPJ fish thEt a= caught in ponn6 nets,8for they 

seek shtQlow water Eit c e r t a i n  times, and why 

would they not seek ah;lrllow water here as 

re31 a~8 anywhere else? Two years ago we had 

our paiznd ne t s  sit tmted as they are  now and 

re cawht about 3 tons  OF little whitefish 

f r o m  8 to 12 inches lone, ma we h ~ v s  not 

e n n @ ~ t  CL one f rom that  t i m e  to this. This 

na8 in  the month of Mey mB Arne. There vas 

about 5 years ago a plantinl: rnee  out here, 

and now eventually we have Eotten a good . 
’ many of those fish. I h ~ v e  never seen any 

l i t t l e  whitefish 3 or 4 Inches long. I 

think the l f t t l e  whitefish go to  the deeper 

wat e m  of the lake,  X think it w a z l d .  be a 

good p l a n  to l e t  the l j t t l e  fry t.hmue;h a 

tube i n t o  the bottom of the  l8ke into deep 

0 L.r”*”l 
&- 

8 



water, i f  it can be done wfthout killine 

then. Of' coiirse, my t h w p  was that as we 

cau&t than  in Sliallow water, it would be a 

good place  t o  plant them. ' 

?$ 

* 
- 

This catching B0.3 whitef'ish shotild he 

W' fittoppea. . - 
..-. 
d 

I cannot solve the question of why they 

want us t o  quit catching t r o u t  whm- they sat 
.- t.l.r& 

- the ~ h l t  ef ish up. 
K-: I think a law t h R t  would oblige the fish- 1 

ermen to f e r t i l i z e  the spawn rtna put I t  back 

i n  the rater was a 'good thing, btit 1 think 

it mild b e  b e t t e r  t o  heve 8 Government man 

p along and d o  it. T h e  trouble is when 

they are at work, and. we hIre 8 lot of f i sh -  

ermen by the month, ind t h e y   ire the great- 

est kickers  you ever saw and .ti0 not l i k e  t o  

* even t h r o w  a chvnk of coal ovzrbaftrd or do 

mything t!mt 5s nof exmtlg i n  their line. 

It won3.d br better for onr Government if 



a 

such a l . 8 ~  w8s esteihlished t o  serve that l a w  

dimctlg vpon t h e  f i s h e m e n  who a r e  to work 

for tm. T h e  f'lshermerr won18 never  tRke the  

t r o v h l e  to fieposit' t h e  spmn e ~ d  +,Eke c m e  
c 

cnrry it o u t .  I think the only way t o  do 

would b e  t o  appoint men for t h ~ t  pnrpose. 

While we wolilA b e  very glad to A l r n i s h  every 

b a n e  f lshennm t o  do t l m t ,  it is p r e t t y  

poor Cfependencs . / 

s m e  moss bottom. The moss bottom is down 

r -- abotlt 12 or 15 fnthame. 

We hnve vmc= l i t t l e  trot7b3.e w i t h  the .bark 

in t h e  c i l l  net8. We )?at. 8ome logs fn the 

bottom OP t h e  1&e, bnt not much bark. The 



raftiw we get  comes i n  very close t o  the 

American shore, between Saginaw an8 t he  head 

of St .C la i r  River, and does not pass over 

the g i l l  net erounds. When we are fighiw 

inside we ee t  some bark, bnt have never had 

mmh 108s from I t .  We have had some net8 

Just f i l l e d  up w i t h  the bark.  There is an- 

other  th ing  t h a t  this Government should take 

hold of by a U  mean's, and tha t  is thfs raft- 

ing business. They h o u l d  do somethine t o  

do away w i t h  the  bark i n  oMer t o  protect  

t h e  f ishing.  The bark tha t  comes out i n  

these waters causes more damage t o  the  fish- 

4& 
ing,  and t he  sawdust that canes from these 

mills, than anything else i n  the world. 

These big m i l l s  np north of here  drawing off  

%cow load a f t e r  8cow loaU of sawdnat i n t o  

the  lake will work an untold amotrnt of in- 

j i i r y .  . I think they shonld be  compelled t o  

t ake  the bark off t he  logs before they raft 



t 

t h e n  and b u m  it. We hcve had whols prigs 

of n e t s  f i l l e d  up w i t h  that b m k .  If' t h e  

Govemment is ,yoing to the  expense of pro- 

tecting t h e  f ishin3 and n t  %!is s m 2  time 

wants to p--miect l s b o r i n g  rmn, ~hl- d o  they 

not pass a lm t o  t a k e  tile b w k  o P f  t h e i r  

l ogs  and dis,nosa of j t .  in 8 o m e  way? In Bo- 

ir?R b f c  contract work an3 Tilliw ?ip mmp8 

1 shonld think t h e y  corrld find p l ~ e e s  enovgh 

t o  use up that bark.  Tttere w i l l  119 a time 

when it w i l l  be t i t i l ized as YOM. And what 

is t h e  m&ter of grin'din,7 up t ha t  ba,rk and 

pmsRinc it into rood to s e l l  ES fire-wood? 

Thia re.ftinp; is all. cont-ro13ed by h R 1 S  a 

dozen men. -- 

C ~ R ~ R  has got w1w.t seems t o  b e  t o  a good 

V -  ers the ir  1 m a  do'not seem so stringent.  

For my 'opinfon is t!iis: that it czw118 be r e p  





t- 

. ,  

the ir  heads toEether and m&e t h e i r  laws ex- 

actly al ike ,  no matter  what they may be, and 

f i x  them so that the small man can l i v e  as 

well as a r i c h  m a n ,  ~ind allow us to go with- 

i n  sight-seein? of their shore md ~ l l o w  

them to  come within si@itseeinC; or o w  shore; 

1 Bo not know why i t  wvuld pot be 8 good 

thine. Xy idea of a l i cense  is t o  know the 

nwnber of pound n e t s  titat 81-8 Pislied an8 

would repilate the  e i l l  n e t s  just  the s~me. 

f do not believe In cor!fining a tug  down t o  

such A m e 1 1  quantity of n e t t i n g  iftat she 

cennot. mRke i t  prof i tab le .  I be l i eve  i r r  Let- 

t in? t-hat tlag run 8 8  many nets  8 s  she can 

convenSently rtm, and a t  the same time not 

cover the e n t i r e  l8Ee. I do not know as I 

would want to restrict my nnmber of tngs be- 

oeuse there  is w8ter enaa~l i  t o  accomodate 

pay nrmber of tngs that want t o  go in there. 

But sti l l  it i s  a f a a t  tl;at t h e y  have the 



t h i n ?  overdone in J,e.ke Erie. 3ut if yo17 

this enci mr.ke e l i t t l e  Pione: 'and t h e r e  might 

t h e  Govzrmen t  t o  t e l l  t!icrri t key  covld. not 

end still l e t  m e  co cw. Y o a  cfin l j i r i t  the 

&> 
''/ 

u- A m e r i m n  s!iore. Tr! Zrtke Erie it is R small- 



BY 1 ~ i k e  and the  water is inore ahfillow and, 
I 

as I have sa id  be,Pare, t h z g . m x  fish nets  

4' dL. f r o m  the bottom to t h e  t o p ,  but they  c8n nev- 

' w p  er do thlst on the'sc t ipper' lekes,  md we can 

never  fish these vpper lnkes wit as lon,c: as 

r "  f i s h  f'rm. . 

I pun considerably t h e  same op nion with 

your ?.hat# fishing is gaing to diminjsh in 

t i m s  if ne are  P l l o w e B  t o  m m  these 1rrrc.e 

tnf: ries. There i a  no qnest ian b u t  what the 

excessjve u8e a'f 

p l e t e  the PishSnr; 'RIW t h e r e  is no question 

/ 
@ r+++ ?; nets i s  p i n y :  to de- 
= w  



lass net.t.8. A bopt Sa E. S o r t ,  and Sf t h e y  



Government s tep  in an& limit 11x8 to e, cer tain 

number of' those bor,ts m d  not let. tbs hzve 

15 or 20 of than,  'nut put us down t o  a 

couple &piece,  which is a l l  R W  one m8.n 

should have. I have fligurcd that it is 

cheaper €or us t o  run 3G nets  in a game; alll  

only 4 EEtngs end one qane ashore than it is 

t o  mm 6 ganqs with 55 n e t s  i n  8 ganc, and 

if a l l  the  t u g s  on tnis l a k e  aorilii confine 

thBnf%lves t o  36 ne ts  In 8 gang tile fishing 

roiild last much lower. We haul our nets en- 

tirely by hen&. I an not f u l l y  in Pavor of 

a close se&son, btit '  I am In ravor of cvt t ing  

down t he  nets and boat rigs inste8d of a 

close season, mxX 3 think S t  w i l l  do just 88 

w e l l .  You will never see any s m a l l  white- 

f i s k  b m @ i t  in the  till nets .  

(The hatcheries  are certainly a svccass 

dawn on Eake 

' We Uo not 

Eris--Dubeg). c_ 

get  t h e  bl7w p ickere l  up here. 



-_ . 

ter to ret a v h i t e f i s h  ip t h e  l R k a  of less 

Rnd not, ?itwe it Nhft. If’ we e ~ t n  pet  them 



Prom 1 1/2 potmds up,  t!?ey c a e  ir, in e x c e l -  

tftkkny thm e n t i r e l y  t o o  mall e i t h e r  for 

p r o f i t  or f o r  tl22 fpod of t:ie flsi i iny. A 



* c  

- .  

. .  

. .  

to crow. We see t h e  sturyeon he re  with t h e  

~ p p ~ w  mnvin- ,  b~7t  I t  j s  not  a l . ~ ~ c e  fish. 

We mnnot  1.1s~ t hose  f o r  c w i n r .  'cp07.7.Ld f%nd 

then t h e  l a t t e r  port of June, and t h a  first 

of Jridy. T!iey 8;l~wn Frywhere ~Jon!; t h e  

skiores of t h e  lake and in t h e  r i v e r  also, 

They w i l l  s p w n  anywiizre. S t i i r y o n  w i l l  

spawn wh51e minninc.  X ~ l s s  md remalss rm 

t o p t h e r  . ?tiisyeon wBj 11 t i ~ m  rj Efit zrouncl 

nnd e n t  n? t k e i r  'own s p w n .  We rind it in- 

s ide  of thm w?iils dress ins  them. 

We do not g e t  m m y  s i c k z r s  herc .  

There FS:! no I p r F e  mesh pomd n e t s  used 

on t h e  AmzricBf! shore here.  They ar:! all 

Yon hme got t o  prnfr jbj t  h e r r i n g  fislijne; en- 

t i r e l y  in th i s  conntry Jf yon want t o  do 

away w i t h  cnt. ching s m a l l  fierrfng. The  only 
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